
KEY STAGE TWO
Reading SATS Paper

Teaching Tips 
For Precise Answers



KS2 Reading Content Domains  





Content Domain Reading Stems

• Use in Guided/Whole Class Reading

• Use in general cross curricular reading

• Use to probe for comprehensions

• Use in short bursts to model answers 
around shorter texts/pictures

• Use in homework/grammar activities



2a
Vocab 

2b
Retrieval 

2c
Summary 

2d
Inference 

2e
Prediction

2f
How narrative 

is related 

2g
Choice of 

words 

2h
Comparison

The Parsnips

16 Marks
10 x 1 marks
3 x 2 marks 

3 4 1 7 1

My Circus Life

15 marks
9 x 1 mark
3 x 2 marks

1 12 1 1

A Traveller in 
Time

19 marks
11 x 1 mark
1 x 2 marks
2 x 3 marks

1 3 14 1

Total across 
the paper 5 19 2 22 1 1

% of the test
10% 38% 4% 44% 2% 2%

With Thanks to Maddy Barnes









3 Mark Questions – how do you tackle them?

2 Points + 2 pieces of Evidence = 3 marks

•Point

Evidence

•Point

Evidence







Let’s Have  A Go …… 
mark scheme often says 2 acceptable points at least one 

with evidence.

That she is observant because she noticed straight away that it had gone quiet. 

‘I was suddenly aware how quiet it was.’

I got the impression that she is curious because she went straight down to her 

mother to find out where the lady was. ‘I went thoughtfully down to the 

basement where my mother was cooking and I asked about the lady.’

I think that Penelope was confused because she leaned over the railings and 

suddenly the lady was gone, she had disappeared?

My impression is that the little girl must be lonely because she always sits on 

the stairs by herself.



Tips for ‘give impressions of a character’

• Check how many impressions and give that many! If you give 

more it’s OK, even if one of them is incorrect.

• Don’t give your own impression ‘It made me feel sad…’

• Be clear in the vocabulary used – pick an adjective or it is too 

general -‘She sees things which don’t exist.’

• Don’t focus on what doesn’t happen in the text ‘She is brave 

because she doesn’t scream or run away from the lady.’ 

• Don’t repeat the same impression – it only counts as one

• Don’t just give a quote from the text or no marks.







Everything went quiet and she couldn’t hear the lady coming. ‘I never heard a 

footstep.’

When the woman swept passed Penelope she couldn’t feel her dress even 

though it should have touched her. ‘I never felt them touch me.’

As soon as the lady disappears, the clock starts ticking and everything goes 

back to normal again

Penelope’s mother weirdly changed the subject as if she knew something but 

didn’t want to say. She stopped the conversation about the lady.



Avoid these 

types of 

answers

A mysterious atmosphere is created because the author uses lots of 

mysterious words and images (too general)

It is mysterious because a ghost appears. (factually incorrect – time 

traveller) however – ‘A lady appears with ghost-like features.’ is correct

Penelope’s mum said the lady was gone. (no ref to this being evasive)

It was night time so dark and spooky (not sufficient)

Penelope was alone, there was nobody around. (too general)



Build Up to 3 

mark questions 

like this (2018 

Sats)



DON’TS for ‘How is a xxx atmosphere created?’

• Don’t give too general an answer eg ‘They find something, tell 

someone and people don’t believe them.’

• Don’t answer from general knowledge ‘The text is set in the 

past before electricity was introduced.’

• Don’t talk too much about writing style ‘The author describes 

the setting well and creates tension.’ ‘The author puts 

questions in the readers mind.’ The author uses long and 

short sentences.’

• Quote from the actual text – not – ‘There are lots of 

mysterious quotes.’



Other Tips

• Embed all answers in the text, use words from the text and 

explain them.

• Don’t focus on what doesn’t happen or an event in the text

• Don’t make generalisations based on your own knowledge if 

that’s not actually in the text

• Put something in very box, even just a couple of words

• Be careful about talking about the structure of a text if this is 

not specifically in the question



Read the intro sentence to the 

text added by STA to orientate 

the piece

Take note of the name of the 

text – this could be a big clue to 

the overall understanding –

especially relevant in 2022



Are you building these types of questions into the teaching 

of reading in Years 3 – 5?

What might it look like in Year 3?

Take Festivals from 2022 Y2 Sats paper 2.

Why might it be exciting to attend the Chinese New Year 

Festival – give two ways?

Consideration for School Reading Systems?







Find and Copy Questions - hierarchy

Pupils need to:

 listen to/ read the instruction

understand the instruction

locate the correct section of text

match the instruction to the text

identify the correct word/ words

write the word/words on the answer paper

Thanks to Maddie Barnes



Question Stems Linked to Reading Content Domains

• Use the content domain question stems gathered 

from 2017,2018 and 2019 tests in guided reading, 

whole class reading, grammar exercises, short 

burst writing opportunities to familiarise the pupils 

with the types of questions and with model 

answers.

• Use very short bursts of text with which to 

demonstrate the technique



Vocabulary – Teach and absorb!

If we assume readers who appear to  read fluently have 
understood all the vocabulary in a text, we are allowing missed 

comprehension opportunities and well-timed teaching 
opportunities.

Ask/provide definitions, similar words, origin of words, 
synonyms and antonyms at the point of reading but critically 
APPLY these words in context in further reading and writing. 

ABSORB

Many pupils in Year 6 tests fall foul of a misunderstanding of 
specific vocabulary and/or never having come across the word 

before – specifically in relation to character.



‘She is pretentious because she likes to pretend a lot.’

‘The character is wary, she notices everything around her.’

‘She liked to wonder so I think she is wonderous.’

‘The writer says the girl is perceptive, this means she can 

convince her mother.’

The author lowers the suspension in the story at the end.

Do they know and understand words like: solitary, imaginative, 

inquisitive, intelligent, creative, independent, resourceful?

Vocabulary Misunderstanding Examples





• Intro the word 

• break it up (suffix/prefix/root/etymology

• Use/’play’ with the word in different contexts – teacher demo 

– pupils participate

• Pupils use the word themselves written or orally

• Bring it back – revisit/test newly acquired knowledge

New Words – link to 3/4 and 5/6 spellings



Colons and Semi Colons

1.a punctuation mark (;) 
indicating a pause, 

typically between two 
main clauses, that is more 

pronounced than that 
indicated by a comma.

a punctuation mark (:) 
used to precede a list of 
items, a quotation, or an 

expansion or explanation.



Here is an example showing the difference in how 

colons and semicolons are generally used:

• Colon: Jeremy raised a very important 

question: who had invited us all to the spooky 

house? (The second sentence clarifies the first 

sentence by revealing what Jeremy’s question was.)

• Semicolon: Jeremy raised a very important 

question; it was a question nobody thought to 

ask. (These two sentences are related, but the 

second sentence doesn’t explain or clarify the first.)



Semi – colons to clarify a list

• I have lived in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, 

Charleston, South Carolina, and San 

Francisco, California.

A little confusing, no? We can make this 

sentence a lot more clear by using 

semicolons to replace the commas that 

separate the different items in the list:

• I have lived in Pittsburgh, 

Pennsylvania; Charleston, South 

Carolina; and San Francisco, California.



Text Marking For Fluency
The Golden Mole – find the punctuation for fluent reading

A common swift in its lifetime flies about two million kilometres 

enough to fly to the moon and back twice over and then once more to 

the moon For at least ten months of every year it never ceases flying 

sky-washed sleeping on the wing it has no need to land

6, 2. 2;

The American wood frog gets through winter by allowing itself to 

freeze solid Its heart slows then stops altogether the water around its 

organs turn to ice Come spring it thaws and the heart kick-starts itself 

spontaneously into life We still don’t understand how the heart knows 

to start beating

3, 4. 1:



Text Marking For FluencyThe Golden Mole – punctuation included

A common swift, in its lifetime, flies about two million kilometres;

enough to fly to the moon and back twice over, and then once 

more to the moon. For at least ten months of every year, it never 

ceases flying; sky-washed, sleeping on the wing, it has no need to 

land.

6, 2. 2;

The American wood frog gets through winter by allowing itself to 

freeze solid. Its heart slows, then stops altogether: the water 

around its organs turns to ice. Come spring, it thaws, and the 

heart kick-starts itself spontaneously into life. We still don’t 

understand how the heart knows to start beating.

3, 4. 1:



• Choose challenging texts

• Model ‘scooping’ the phrases

• Practice echo reading

• Link to content covered in all curricular areas – there WILL be 

a non fiction piece of text – comprehension skills are applied 

when there is understanding of the content

• Practice ‘presentation read’

WORK ON FLUENCY!








