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Let Your Light Shine – Matthew 5:16
Through the music policy, the school will promote and teach the values we learn based on the example of the Christian faith: 

· Forgiveness 

· Respect for self and others 

· Reconciliation and redemption 

· Truth and honesty 

· Trust and fairness 

· Tolerance and compassion 

· Self-discipline 

· Respect for property and the environment 

· Politeness 

Such values, in turn, promote not only the Christian ethos and aims of Middleforth Church of England Primary School, but assist in the preparation of the children for the responsibilities and duties of adult life.

Vision

As a caring, Christian community, we aspire to ‘let our light shine’. We will open up the world to celebrate God’s wonderful creation and foster a sense of awe and wonder.

We will nurture our God given talents to ensure that everyone reaches their full potential academically, socially and spiritually.

‘Let your light shine Matthew 5.16’
Aims and objectives

Music is an important way in which we can express ourselves and it can play an important part in the personal development of people. Music reflects the culture and society we live in, and so the teaching and learning of music enables children to better understand the world they live in and gives them a sense of belonging. We want music to be a creative and enjoyable lesson for everyone in school. We provide opportunities for all children to create, play, perform and enjoy music, to develop the skills to appreciate a wide variety of musical forms, and to make judgements about a piece of music. 

Aims

The national curriculum for music aims to ensure that all pupils:

· perform, listen to, review and evaluate music across a range of historical periods, genres, styles and traditions, including the works of the great composers and musicians 

· learn to sing and to use their voices, to create and compose music on their own and with others, have the opportunity to learn a musical instrument, use technology appropriately and have the opportunity to progress to the next level of musical excellence

· understand and explore how music is created, produced and communicated, including through the inter-related dimensions: pitch, duration, dynamics, tempo, timbre, texture, structure and appropriate musical notations.

Subject content

Key stage 1

Pupils should be taught to:

· use their voices expressively and creatively by singing songs and speaking chants and rhymes
· play tuned and untuned instruments musically

· listen with concentration and understanding to a range of high-quality live and recorded music

· experiment with, create, select and combine sounds using the inter-related dimensions of music.

Key stage 2

Pupils should be taught to sing and play musically with increasing confidence and control. They should develop an understanding of musical composition, organising and manipulating ideas within musical structures and reproducing sounds from aural memory.

Pupils should be taught to:

· play and perform in solo and ensemble contexts, using their voices and playing musical instruments with increasing accuracy, fluency, control and expression

· improvise and compose music for a range of purposes using the inter-related

· dimensions of music

· listen with attention to detail and recall sounds with increasing aural memory

· use and understand staff and other musical notations

· appreciate and understand a wide range of high-quality live and recorded music drawn from different traditions and from great composers and musicians

· develop an understanding of the history of music.

Progression of skills in each year group can be found in the curriculum progression overview.
Teaching and learning

At Middleforth Church of England Primary School we aim to make music an enjoyable learning experience. Music is taught by class teachers or sometimes during PPA time by those covering the class. We teach children in class groups and also provide opportunities to work together in smaller groups. 

We encourage children to take part in a variety of musical experiences through which we aim to build the confidence of all our children. 

Singing is important to us as a school and is at the heart of our music curriculum. We sing in our whole school and key stage worships and have performances of singing throughout the year. Through singing songs, children learn about the structure and organisation of music. 

We teach children to listen and to appreciate different forms of music including music throughout history and iconic composers and our children understand that children have different opinions to others about particular music. We encourage children to express their feelings about a piece they listen to and that it is ok to have an opinion that differs to those around them. Children develop descriptive skills in music lessons when learning about how music can represent feelings and emotions. 

We teach children the skills of recognising the elements of music such as pulse and pitch. We teach children how to work with others to make music. We also teach them musical notation and how to compose music. 

We recognise that there are children of different musical abilities in all classes, so we provide suitable learning opportunities for all children by matching the challenge of the task to the ability of the child. We achieve this in a variety of ways by:

· setting common tasks which are open-ended and can have a variety of responses;

· setting tasks of increasing difficulty (not all children complete all tasks);

· children working in mixed ability groups supporting each other

· providing resources of different complexity depending on the ability of the child

Additional music teaching

All children at Middleforth will study a musical instrument at some point in their school lives. Currently Year 5 children have weekly ukulele lessons in the summer term, carried out by Lancashire Music Service Wider Opportunities programme. Instruments and lessons are provided free of charge. 
Parents who want their children to learn another instrument can contact the music service to arrange lessons. In this scheme parents must purchase or hire the instrument and pay the additional music lesson fees. 

We also have guitar lessons in school. These lessons are normally taught to small groups of children who have chosen to learn these instruments. This is in addition to the normal music teaching of the school, and usually takes place during normal lessons from which children are withdrawn for the duration of the instrumental lesson.
Music curriculum planning 

At Middleforth we use the Kapow scheme of work for music as the basis for our curriculum planning.  We have adopted Kapow as a teaching resource so that the topics that the children study in music build upon prior learning. While there are opportunities for children of all abilities to develop their skills and knowledge in each teaching unit, the planned progression built into the scheme of work means that the children are increasingly challenged as they move through the school. 

Our long-term plans show the music topics studied in each term throughout the school. The music subject leader organises this in conjunction with teaching colleagues in each year group. Sometimes the children study music topics in conjunction with other subjects, adopting a cross curricular approach. Through this programme of study, we teach the knowledge, skills and understanding set out in the National Curriculum.
The medium-term plans are produced by Kapow and give details of each unit of work for each term for each year. The music subject leader is responsible for keeping and reviewing these plans. 

Kapow produce individual lesson plans and therefore teachers are not expected to write out a plan to follow, but can do if they wish to. Individual lesson plans are at the teachers’ discretion. 
Our music planning is geared to three aspects of progress:

· increasing breadth and range of musical experiences;

· increasing challenge and difficulty in musical activities;

· increasing confidence, sensitivity and creativity in the children’s music making.

Early Years and Foundation Stage
We teach music in nursery and reception class as part of topic work throughout the year. As the reception class is part of the Foundation Stage of the National Curriculum, we relate the musical aspects of the children’s work to the objectives set out in the Early Learning Goals which underpin the curriculum planning for children aged three to five. Counting songs foster a child’s mathematical ability and songs from different cultures increase a child’s knowledge and understanding of the world. EYFS also use Kapow to deliver the skills needed in those year groups. 
Teaching music to children with special needs

We teach music to all children, whatever their ability, in accordance with the school curriculum policy of providing a broad and balanced education to all children. Teachers provide learning opportunities matched to the needs of children with learning difficulties, and our work in music considers the targets set for individual children in their Teaching and Learning Plans (TLPs). 

Assessment and recording

Teachers assess children’s work in music by making informal judgements as they observe them during lessons. Informal judgements may be made through small group discussions, specific tasks, individual discussions with a pupil and through peer or self-assessment. Teachers will take videos and photographs using SeeSaw to track progress. At the end of each term, the teacher makes a judgement about the work of each pupil in relation to our age-related expectations written in our progression of skills and assessment document for the subject. Teachers use this as the basis for assessing the progress of the child and then pass this information on to the next teacher at the end of the year.

Resources

· Each member of staff who teaches music has access to the Kapow log in details. 

· Musical instruments are stored in the walk-in cupboard at the back of the hall. 

· Any CDs/specific resources (e.g. Young Voices resources) are the responsibility of those leading this.

· Music for worship and assemblies have been uploaded to the school server.

Enrichment and musical events

At Middleforth we wish to involve as many children as possible in musical activities. During assembly, the children are exposed to a variety of music where they sing and sometimes dance along. We have a Young Voices choir that have performed alongside other schools at the Manchester Arena, which we aim to do again in the future. 
The school aims to involve all the children in a performance to parents: a Christmas production for EYFS (a nativity,) the Key Stage 1 (a nativity) and Key Stage 2 (a nativity or production of songs and year group performances) children and a Summer production for the Key stage 2 children. Through these performances, music is integrated with other performing and expressive arts. 

Children who play instruments or sing in the choir are also invited to perform in assemblies where parents are invited. 
By the time children leave the school, they will have all had the opportunity to learn an instrument. 
Monitoring and review

The music subject leader is responsible for the monitoring of the teaching of music in school and the standard of children’s work. The work of the subject leader also involves supporting colleagues in the teaching of music, being informed about current developments in the subject and providing a strategic lead and direction for the subject in the school. 

The music subject leader is responsible for giving the headteacher an annual summary report in which s/he evaluates the strengths and weaknesses in the subject and indicates areas for further improvement. 

Signed:  Kirsty Parker                    Date: 30/9/2022
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